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Dear Neighbors,

The most important event since our last Newsletter was our
Annual Meeting, held May 6 in the offices of Compass Realty.
We are again grateful to Diane Kieke (Past President of
WLPCA) and the management of Compass Realty for allowing
us to meet in their beautiful offices.

At the Annual Meeting, we elected the following WLPCA
2025/26 board members: Pat Holmes, President; Rosemarie
DiMarco Roth, Vice President; Elaine Khalil, Secretary;
Teresa Heck, Treasurer. Directors: Vicki Brooks
(Webmaster), Mary McDaniel (Landscape Committee), Gilda
Bayegan (Newsletter Editor), Darryl Shields, Phyllis Maddox
(Block Captains), and Susan Simpson. Jeff Roth is taking over
the membership committee from his wife, Rosemarie, now VP,
replacing Barbara Staley who moved out of the neighborhood.

We were fortunate to have three presenters at the annual
Meeting. Representatives of Amazing Place spoke to us about
their services as well as brain health. Brad Mushinsky, assistant
to City Councilmember, Mary Nan Huffman, answered our
many questions about City services.

We’ve learned that many residents, especially new neighbors,
are not registered to receive our WLPCA E-Mail Blasts.
These are important messages that Mohammed Bayegan sends
to registered residents regarding crime issues, lost pets, weather
emergencies, and other relevant matters. Please see the article
in this Newsletter, and sign up for this valuable service.

In addition to the E Mail blasts, WLPCA provides many other
services to members and residents:

This NEWSLETTER, which alerts everyone about our
ANNUAL MEETING and NEIGHBORS NIGHT OUT as well
as important events affecting our neighborhood.

CRIME WATCH is a volunteer service we organize. You
must have seen Ted Richardson, Mohammad Bayegan and
others patrolling our streets, reporting suspicious matters to
HPD to investigate.

RECYCLING. Volunteers put out signs to remind us when the
City will pick up recycling. Of course, the trucks often don’t
come through, but we are not alone. Many neighborhoods also
experience delays and unpredictable schedules.

NEIGHBORS NIGHT OUT is a national event that happens
every October. According to the first responders who visit,
WLPCA hosts one of the best parties in the city. You get to
meet the Police, Fire, and other first responders who are
protecting you. We provide margaritas, wine, beer, soft drinks,
soft serve ice cream and Popeye’s fried chicken. This year’s
Neighbors Night Out will be held October 7 in the Courtyard

between 3004 and 3008 Mid Lane. It is centrally located- don’t
miss this chance to have fun and meet your neighbors.

DIRECTORY - The WLPCA publishes the names, addresses,
and contact information for all paying members who permit us
to do so. This is an invaluable tool for getting to know your
neighbors and reaching them when you need to most.

WELCOME COMMITTEE brings new neighbors
information about the neighborhood.

The WLPCA is a non-profit and voluntary organization -
volunteers provide all these services for free. We assess no
mandatory fees like HMOs do; we rely on modest member fees
and donations to support our operations. Over the more than
thirty years we have been in existence, we saved those dues and
donations to accumulate a surplus in our bank account. Many
neighborhoods have lacked the funds to protect their character
when threatened by outside forces. Our surplus is an
emergency buffer in the event we ever need to engage in
litigation to that end.

Every resident should participate and, at the very least,
contribute the extremely low yearly membership fee of $25.00.
This year, we are running below the amount needed to
break even. You can help. Sign up on our webpage,
wlpca.org or contact Jeff Roth at jrothtexas@gmail.com. The
benefits to each homeowner outlined above far exceed the
minimal $25.00 cost of WLPCA yearly membership.

Have a great summer!
Pat Holmes, President, WLPCA
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Our Animal Instincts Page 2
or, the Problem with Cats and Dogs &y Gilda Bayegan

Once again, a West Lane Place resident has asked us to reprint this article that
first appeared in the January, 2009 issue of the West Lane Place News.
Apparently, wayward dogs and cats continue to violate sections of WLP.

Most of us feel our small community is getting smaller
lately. As lots divide and subdivide, the neighborhood
seems to shrink, with more and more people and pets
squeezing into the space that’s left.

We choose to live in this area precisely because it is tight,
urban, close to almost everything, and charming. So what
is there to complain about?

The problem(s) with dogs.

Just about everybody loves dogs, but just about nobody
likes dog poo. People from every section of WLP
complain to us about the poo they discover in
inconvenient places. Poo on lawns, poo on sidewalks,
poo on prize flower beds. We know that dogs must poo.
But, let’s face it, dog owners, you don’t enjoy your
dogs’ poo either. If you did, you would keep it all for
yourselves instead of sharing so much of it with your
neighbors. Please, when you walk your dogs, do not let
them roam in yards. If they deposit a poo, please have the
good manners to take it home with you.

Now, about the barking. Nobody likes that much, either.
Especially at inconvenient times. Like early morning, or
late at night, and certainly not all night long. Many of our
gardens are enclosed by masonry walls, so the canine
chorus blasts from stucco Boom Boxes in Doggie
Surround Sound. We don’t know how you can sleep
through it, dog owners, but we can’t and it’s making even
the nicest of us cranky. One of the most gentile ladies we
know has been so antagonized by barking dogs that she
was forced to write a polite note (See Jan. 2009 issue, page 3, A
Big Doggone Problem.) Dog owners, please take off your
headphones*, remove the cotton from your ears, and
bring your outspoken dogs indoors!

The problem(s) with cats.

Dogs do not often run free since even most Troglodytes
are aware of leash laws these days. Cats, however,
frequently prowl the streets without supervision since
some cat owners believe their cat is endowed with the
inalienable right to travel freely, as well as the right to
privacy. Thus, many cats are allowed to come and go as
they please. “But,” you say, “Cats are quiet unless
they’re in love, so what’s the problem?” Well, yes,
they usually are quiet. But, that’s because they’re
sneaking up on innocent little birds that your neighbors
entice with bird feeders. Cat owners, your neighbors do
not feed wild birds for the entertainment of your cats.
And once they encounter a disheveled collection of
feathers previously occupied by a baby bird, they no
longer believe you when you insist your well-fed cat has
no interest in hunting.

Then there is the issue of cat pee. Few aromas approach
the pungency power of the pee of an impassioned
tomcat. Tomcat pee overpowers even the strongest
coffee brewing in the kitchen when it blasts through the
first crack of the front door at 8 a.m. And, although wine
devotees may describe certain bottles of Sauvignon
Blanc as smelling like cat pee, we know of no one, not
even you, cat owners, who would describe cat pee as
smelling like Sauvignon Blanc! Cat owners, please
restrain your cats. Disregard their protests that they
are Born Free. Please! Keep them indoors where they
can ignore you while you’re watching.

The problem(s) with everybody else.

OK, maybe the rest of us are not murdering baby birds
for fun or littering our neighbors’ gardens with indiscreet
poo, but couldn’t we be better neighbors, too, if we tried
to be a little more understanding? These noisy, pooing,
peeing perps are much like children to their owners, and
sometimes they are just as impossible to control. Hasn’t
each of us put up with a child’s bad behavior at one time
or another without calling in the authorities to send him
off to the Pound? The next time a doggie duet awakens
us from blissful slumber or we step in something
unpleasant, let’s remind ourselves that at least this
juvenile delinquent hasn’t set our house on fire while
playing with matches, and let’s try to go back to sleep.

*updated in 2025 to earbuds

And While We’re on the Subject of Dogs ...
by Gilda Bayegan

Neighbors are calling us, recounting harrowing stories of
near-miss-collisions between cars and invisible dogs
and nearly-invisible pedestrians, happening mainly at
night and mainly on Mid Lane. Now that our
neighborhood has become a popular route to bypass 610,
when you walk, you must take for granted that many
drivers are not looking for you as they race along Mid
Lane, gaining altitude over the speed bumps. At night,
oncoming headlights make you completely invisible
even to careful drivers who are looking for you. It’s
even harder to see your dog at the end of its leash,
especially if it’s a tiny dog!

When you walk, you must assume that drivers are
unaware that you are on the street. Please walk against
the direction of traffic. Please keep your dog on a very
short leash, not one of the extra-long elastic retractable
variety, and keep your dog near you, out of traffic. At
night, be aware that drivers cannot see you or your
dog. Please do everything you can to be visible. Wear
bright, reflective clothing and put a reflective collar and
leash on your dog. But never forget, even with reflective
gear, you must always be cautious on Mid Lane.

Each of us must be a defensive walker!



Improvements to the Entrances
to West Lane Place by Pat Holmes, WLPCA President

The Board of Directors of West Lane Place has decided
to enhance the appearance of the entrances to West Lane
Place located off Westheimer and Richmond. We will be
contracting to paint the utility box on the East side of Mid
Lane at Westheimer. To remind you of the project's
history, we commissioned a painting of a brick wall on
the box seven years ago. An uninsured, teenage driver ran
into it with a car, however, and the owner repaired and
painted it the ugly gray color it is today. Several residents
have requested that we paint something attractive on the
box again. We looked at adding landscaping, but there is
insufficient room around the box.

Our resident artist, Susan Simpson, has worked diligently
to determine how we can achieve this. The City of
Houston has disbanded the office that previously oversaw
the Mini Murals Project and outsourced it. Acting on
Susan’s recommendation of an artist who painted the box
seven years ago, we will be working with the artist and
the company she represents to obtain city approval and
have the painting completed. The final design is being
negotiated, but it will feature an attractive floral theme
that complements the surroundings. On the west side of
Mid Lane at Westheimer, we are refreshing the
landscaping around the monument that reads “West Lane
Place.”

The Richmond entrance is more challenging. Ted
Richardson, a member of our crime/safety committee, has
trimmed the tree on the West side of Mid Lane and
moved the Neighborhood Watch sign across Mid Lane to
the East side, where it is more visible. We are
experimenting with solar lighting to highlight the small
monument that reads “West Lane Place’” and trying
different approaches to make it more visible.

Trash Cans on Mid Lane — Don’t Be an
Eyesore by Pat Holmes, WLPCA President

Houston Public Works is unreliable about picking up our
recycling on the scheduled day. We can all agree on that.
The beauty of our neighborhood is being seriously
marred, however, by people leaving their green trash cans
(and sometimes the black ones) out on the street long
after the pickup occurs. This is especially noticeable on
Mid Lane between Westheimer and West Alabama.

Be a good neighbor. Please bring in your recycling and
garbage cans if they are not scheduled for pickup soon.
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Extended tay America, 4701 Wcscimcr

Recently, I noticed the barricaded driveway to the
Extended Stay America hotel next to the CVS strip on
Westheimer and 610. The entire place looked abandoned,
so I investigated. The front desk of one of their nearby
locations told me that it was indeed closed and had been
since Hurricane Beryl in June, 2024. Those of us who
were here during Katrina may remember the guests
housed there after the storm.

Further east on Westheimer, the shrouded traffic light
in Highland Village at Westheimer and Suffolk Dr. is
now operational. That makes four red lights currently
operating on Westheimer between Weslayan and Loop
610, or six if you include the ones at Weslayan and the
610 feeder.

Intersection of Suffolk Dr. and Westheimer, facing north.

Flags on July 4

Special thanks to WLPCA Director, Phyllis Maddox,
and WLPCA President, Pat Holmes, for displaying US
flags along Mid Lane for the July 4 holiday. In addition
to expressing our patriotism, we appreciate the reminder
of our larger community in the face of heartbreaking
tragedy unfolding in the Texas Hill Country that holiday.



Recycling, Heavy Trash, and

Tree &« Limb Pick-up Schedule for WLP
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& = Tree waste; J = Junk waste;

Weekly household trash pick-up on Mondays. NOTE: Recycling is
every other Monday, on highlighted days in boxes. Please have

your bins out on the curb those days by 7 am and in by 10 pm.

“Tree Waste” is defined as “clean wood waste such as tree limbs,
branches, and stumps (lumber, furniture, and treated wood will

NOT be accepted.)”

“Junk Waste” is defined as “items such as furniture, appliances,

and other bulky material.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Recycling. As you have no doubt noticed, the City rarely
picks up our recycling on the designated day. We provide
this calendar nonetheless. Think of it as a suggestion.

By the way, *NNO* will be Tuesday, Oct 7. Save the date!

Opossums. Many residents of West Lane Place love animals,
and some of them wish to remind the rest of us of the benefits
of opossums to the environment. The opossum, or possum,
is the only marsupial native to North America. It is a shy
creature that faints when stressed — an involuntary paralysis
to feign death. When fully conscious, possums eat bugs,
small rodents, small reptiles, vegetable matter, slugs,
snails, and ticks! In fact, they are a natural, chemical-free
exterminator. So, if you like to garden or if you have pets,
you should welcome possums in your yard.

Some people confuse opossums with rodents, probably
because of their long, prehensile tails, but nothing could be
further from reality. Unlike rats and mice that spread
disease, the opossum cleans the environment. So, if you
see one crossing the street, please do not try to run it over
(ves, some numnuts do that, unfortunately.) If you see a
possum in your yard, you might put out a dish of water for it.

Email Alerts from the West Lane Place Civic Association.
Get in the know about what’s going on around you. West
Lane Place provides a free email blast service to alert
residents about various important things including security
breaches, utility breakdowns and repairs, the WLPCA Annual
Meeting (important!) and Neighbors’ Night Out (fun!)
coming up on Tuesday, Oct. 7.

We wish all of our residents were signed up to receive
these valuable email blasts, which are infrequent and
contain useful information. If you have not signed up
because you are new to the neighborhood, or you just didn’t
know about this free service, please visit the West Lane Place
Civic Association website, wipca.org, under the tab, “Our
Neighborhood,” then “Security.” You’ll find the form at the
bottom of that page with the heading, “Email Sign-up.”

The Annual Meeting last month. WLPCA thanks our
hostess, Diane Kiecke, and the entire office at Compass
Real Estate for allowing us to meet again in their beautiful
suite. We also thank our speakers, Mehraz Gill and Mary
Kristin Valentine from Amazing Place, who spoke about
brain health; and not least, Brad Mushinsky, assistant to
District G Councilwoman, Mary Nan Huffman. Not only
did Brad answer all our questions concerning City business,
construction, crime, and future projects, but he got workers
out the very next day to address our complaints about the
damaged curb in the median at Richmond and Mid Lane.
Here’s Brad’s cell for future questions — 346-651-5128.

We thank WLPCA Director, Mary McDaniel for
organizing the delicious treats and beverages we enjoyed
before the meeting (Mary has provided this service for many
years) and Director, Phyllis Maddox for assisting Mary.




