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Dear Neighbors, 
 
Well, we made it through the storm without any damage 
except that all my plants are deader than a doorknob. I 
obviously flunked covering plants. I hope you did better. 
Let’s pray that is the last of the freezing cold for this 
year, although I wouldn’t bet money on it. 
 

We have completed our project to enhance the 
neighborhood entrances. The bright, happy tulips painted 
on the utility box on the Southeast side of Westheimer at 
Mid Lane are meant to signal that West Lane Place is a 
beautiful, happy location. The plantings across Mid Lane 
have been restored and refreshed. We are thankful to 
Susan Simpson, our resident artist, for working with the 
City of Houston and the artist to design and complete the 
painting. Mary McDaniel, head of our Landscape 
Committee, oversaw the replanting and refreshing. A big 
“Thank You” to both Board members. 
 

The Richmond entrance was more challenging due to the 
businesses on Richmond. Ted Richardson took on 
moving the signs to the other side of Mid Lane to be 
more visible. A former Board member and her husband 
refreshed the natural landscaping in front of their house 
on the northwest corner of Mid Lane and Richmond. We 
have been unable to get the owner of the unsightly 
dumpsters behind Neilsons to do anything to improve 
their appearance or have them removed. That is still a 
wish. 
 

In this newsletter, you will find a membership form to 
send back to Jeff Roth, our Membership Committee 
Chair, along with your small membership donation. This 
is for the year 2026. You may be surprised to hear that 
only 50% of the residents in West Lane Place are 
members. That makes me sad because there are so many 
benefits to membership. We make more in donations than 
from dues! Feel free to donate in addition to your 
membership dues. 
 

What do you get for your money? Lots! 
 

1. The West Lane Place News, which alerts you to what 
is going on in the neighborhood, as well as city services. 
2. Our wonderful website: www.wlpca.org 
 
 
 

 
 
3. The improvements at the entrances. 
4. The Directory of residents, which we may only 
distribute to paying members, the next time it is updated. 
5. The neighborhood Watch patrol that is conducted by 
volunteers. 
6. The wonderful Neighbors Night Out party in the Fall 
with free food, where you can meet your neighbors. 
7. The Annual Meeting for WLPCA members in May 
has a free dinner and informative speakers. 
8. The friendly reminder signs posted on the days on 
which recycling will be picked up by the city. 
9. A voice at the City on issues which affect West Lane 
Place. 
10. The WLPCA website contains useful information for 
residents and prospective residents. 
11. Board members place American flags all along Mid 
Lane for the Fourth of July. 
 

Surely the above benefits are worth $25. 
 

I hope to see all of you at our Annual Meeting in May. 
We will be gauging interest in getting the city to put “no 
parking” signs along the East side of Mid Lane from 
Lana Lane to Richmond. More information will be 
forthcoming. 

All the best, 
Pat Holmes 
WLPCA President 
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This newsletter is published and delivered to you  
                             by the West Lane Place Civic Association 

 

 

The views and opinions expressed herein are those of the author(s) of each 
article, and not necessarily those of the WLPCA.  Please contact Phyllis 
Maddox concerning any problems you may experience receiving your 

newsletter. 
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  Urban Harvesting   by Gilda Bayegan, Mid Lane  
 

 
Urban Harvest market, parking lot at Southwest corner of Westheimer & 
Buffalo Speedway, Saturday morning 
   

 
Saturday 8:37 a.m., the thermometer in my car read 41° 
and as a cosmic joke, Diana Krall was singing "Popsicle 
Toes" on the shuffled memory stick. I might have chosen 
a better day to investigate the tents in the parking lot on 
the corner of Westheimer and Buffalo Speedway -  
Urban Harvest, the Saturday morning market near St. 
Luke's Methodist Church. 
 

Getting to it wasn't easy. A sign on the Westheimer gate 
says to enter from Buffalo Speedway. The gate on 
Buffalo Speedway is barricaded. The guard across the 
street at St. John's parking lot says he tells everyone to 
enter from West Alabama, which is blocked by 
construction. Eventually, I found the way to St. Luke's 
parking garage and walked over. 
 

Even on a cold day, the market had a respectable number 
of vendors and shoppers. Booths offered baked 
goods, cheese, eggs, seafood, mushrooms, honey, 
sausage, pecans, and produce.  Having driven by blocks 
of frost-cloth hedge along Westheimer and Richmond, I 
wondered how local the produce could be, and a vendor 
explained the lettuce came from local greenhouses. 
 

The pecans were organic, from a grove in Montgomery 
County. One booth sold honey from hives in Katy. 
Another booth offered a different honey, $5 for a two-
ounce jar. Loaves of bread were sourdough for the most 
part and priced from $10 to $12 per loaf; croissants $5 
each. My research was hit-or-miss, not scientific, because 
it was cold, a reminder of how hard farmers work in all 
kinds of weather. I bought a loaf of very good cranberry - 
walnut bread and came home to warm up. 
 
 
Urban Harvest 
2752 Buffalo Speedway 
Saturdays, 8 am to noon 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 
Levy Park: Our Local Respite 
     

   by Margaret Ann Bromberger, Mid Lane  
 

 

If you have not been to Levy Park just south of 
Richmond between Eastside and Wakeforest, you have 
been missing a rare jewel in our area. 
 

Once a little-used six acre park with a baseball diamond 
and swimming pool, it has been transformed over the past 
two decades into an oak-tree filled, vibrant space with 
two dog parks, a playground with mounds and water 
features, a performance space with a little library, piano 
and games, and lots of tables and chairs for relaxing. 
 

Kirans Indian restaurant faces Richmond just north of 
the park and restaurant Hearsay in the park on the 
southeast side. You can sit on the patio on a gentle 
evening and watch Salsa dancers, tai-chi, soccer players 
or frisbee throwers. The menu includes crab encrusted 
redfish, pizzas, kebabs and wonderful deserts like the 
Basque cheesecake.  
 

You can cross the park and order a cone from the ice 
cream truck or Mexican fare from Gaspacho’s in the 
park. Just north and facing the park is Slowpokes which 
serves coffees, teas, wraps, salads and sandwiches. There 
is an outdoor area where you can sit or you can take your 
meal into the park and sit at one of the many tables there. 
 

Evenings in the park are particularly magical with balls 
of light hanging from the large oak trees. 
 

 
Levy Park, 7 pm 
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In the Mood   by Gilda Bayegan, Mid Lane            

 

People who sew have had abandonment issues ever since 
High Fashion Fabrics closed, the iconic haute couture 
fabric store downtown that was frequented by brides, 
opera stars, and anyone else who might need imported 
lace or silk brocade.  Then JoAnn’s went out of business, 
and we were completely lost.  Even people who don’t 
know which end of the needle to thread were asking 
where in Houston they could buy buttons and zippers, 
and the exasperated answer was “nowhere.”  But we are 
lost no more. A new fabric mecca has opened in Houston, 
and it’s not far from us on West Alabama. 
 

Mood Fabrics is the New York store that supplied 
aspiring fashion designers featured on the Bravo 
television series, Project Runway, hosted by Heidi 
Klum.  It recently opened a store in Houston at the corner 
of West Alabama and Edloe.  Although West Alabama 
might be impassable in that area due to constant 
construction, it’s worth making the effort to get there 
indirectly via Edloe. The store is filled with bolt after bolt 
of gorgeous fabric. They also sell hides of different types 
of leather, and they have decorative fabrics as well as 
couture.  They have not yet received all their inventory, 
and buttons and notions are scant.  So, it will soon be 
even better than it already is.   Hooray! 
 

Mood Fabrics 
3461 W. Alabama 
Houston 77027 
 

713-980-9898       moodfabrics.com 
 

Hours: 
 9:30 to 6:30 Monday - Friday 
10:00 to 5:00 Saturday 
Closed Sunday 
 

 
Inside Mood Fabrics 

 
 

A Tale of Two Cities  
–Trash in Houston vs. Trash in New York 

by Gilda Bayegan, Mid Lane 
 
 

After a lengthy history of unpredictable garbage 
pick-up in West Lane Place, things got worse a few 
weeks ago when several of our recycling bins 
languished on the curb for days. Some containers 
were collected while others were not, overlooked or 
skipped without explanation. We had grown 
accustomed to temperamental trash collection, but 
when one recycling bin sat on Mid Lane for three 
weeks, it was time to talk to the big boss, Mayor 
John Whitmire. 
 

Fortunately, our mayor makes himself accessible to 
constituents, and we were able to reach him directly.  
We explained our problem, recounted the number of 
requests we had made for service, and hoped he 
might be able to help.  He thanked us, yes thanked 
us! for bringing to his attention that pick-ups were 
unreliable in West Lane Place. Within a minute or 
two, the head of Solid Waste called, and by the end 
of the day, the bin was collected.  Since then, our 
trash collection has been more predictable.  Not 
perfect, but much, much better. 
 

Wow. By coincidence, the very next day after our 
call, on October 19, the New York Times published 
a huge article about Mayor Whitmire.  The point of 
that article was that our mayor is concerned about 
the business of running his city, not seeking to 
confront the Trump administration.  Yes, it seems 
we elected a mayor who believes the quality of our 
lives in our city is his number one job.  
 

With recent photos of the snow-capped mountains 
of trash lining Manhattan streets after their new 
mayor took office January 1, New York might be a 
wee bit envious of Houston right now, and our 
responsible and responsive mayor. 
 
 
 

 
Mayor John Whitmire 



 
 

Recycling,  Heavy Trash, and                 
Tree & Limb Pick-up Schedule forWLP       
                 

      JANUARY 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  
             1  2  3  
 4  5  6  7  8   9 10  
11 12 13 14 15 16 17  
18 19 20 21 22 23 24  
25 26 27  29 30 31 
 

     FEBRUARY 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7 
 8   9 10 11 12 13 14  
15 16 EV 18 19 20 21  

22 23 24   J  26  27 28 
 

        MARCH 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  
 1  2 ED  4  5  6  7 
 8   9 10 11 12 13 14  
15 16 17 18 19 20 21  
22 23 24   26 27 28 
29 30 31 
   APRIL 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  
          1  2  3  4  
 5  6  7  8   9  10 11  
12 13 14 15 16 17 18  

19 20 21  J  23 24 25  
26 27 28 29 30 
       
 
 
 

  = Tree waste; J = Junk waste; 
 

 
Weekly household trash pick-up on Mondays.  NOTE: Recycling is 
every other Monday, on highlighted days in boxes. Please have 
your bins out on the curb those days by 7 am and in by 10 pm. 

 
 “Tree Waste” is defined as “clean wood waste such as tree limbs, 
branches, and stumps (lumber, furniture, and treated wood will 
NOT be accepted.)” 

 
 “Junk Waste” is defined as “items such as furniture, appliances, 
and other bulky material.” 
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                                   ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Primary Elections.   
Both the Republican and Democrat primary elections begin 
Tuesday, February 17 and run through Friday, February 
27. Election Day is March 3. Voting locations near us are 
the Hilton Hotel, 2001 Post Oak and the HCC campus by 
the Pin Oak Home Depot on 610, but you can vote at any 
voting center in Harris County.  
========================================== 
Trash Pick-up More Timely.  
Have you noticed that both our garbage and recycling bins 
have been collected on a more reliable schedule for the last 
few weeks?  We can thank Mayor Whitmire for that 
improvement. Please see “A Tale of Two Cities” on page 3 for more 
details. 
========================================== 
More about Trash.  
Our District G Councilwoman, Mary Nan Huffman, and 
Houston City Council voted last year to purchase 31 new 
garbage trucks to replace old, failing trucks. These new trucks 
should help make our pick-ups more regular, too. 
========================================== 
Alerts. Are you receiving the occasional alerts we send from 
WLPCA?  Not often, but from time to time, there’s a security 
issue, a lost or found pet, or another important announcement 
concerning neighborhood business you need to know right 
away. If you’re not getting these messages, check your spam. 
If you haven’t signed up to receive them, please visit our 
website, www.wlpca.org, and look for “Email Sign up” at 
the bottom of any page. 
 ========================================== 
Time to Renew Your WLPCA Membership 
 

It happens every year, and it is happening now. WLPCA 
dues are due.  Please complete the membership application 
included with this newsletter, and send in your check today 
while you’re thinking about it. The amount is tiny, but the 
impact is big! Put a stamp on the enclosed envelope 
addressed to Rosemarie Dimarco Roth, and drop it in the 
mail. 
 
 
 

 

The West Lane Place Civic Association needs 
volunteers. 

 
We want You! 

 
Please let us know how you would like to become 

more involved. 
 

 

 
 


